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SUBJECT: GREEK REACTION TO PRESIDENT CARTER S MESSAGE TO SADAT 

REF: (A) NICOSIA 526 (DTG 251215ZFEB78) (B) ATHENS 1640 (DTG 
1553Z24FEB78) 

1 . DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO THE CYPRIOT-EGYPTIAN DISPUTE CONTINUED 
TO BE FEATURED PROMINENTLY IN THE GREEK NEWS MEDIA OVER THE 
WEEKEND AND IN TODAY’S (FEBRUARY 27) AFTERNOON NEWSPAPERS. THE 
TEXT OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT SADAT WAS QUOTED 
WIDELY IN THE PRESS WHICH HIGHLIGHTED THE REFERENCE TO SADAT'S 
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"COURAGEOUS DECISION" AND THE OMISSION OF ANY REFERENCE TO WHAT 
WAS SEEN HERE AS A VIOLATION OF CYPRIOT SOVEREIGNTY BY THE EGYPT- 
IANS. MOST ACCOUNTS REFLECTED BITTERNESS OVER WHAT WAS VIEWED 
AS ENDORSEMENT OF AN ILLEGAL ACT. 

2. PRINCIPAL OPPOSITION LEADER PAPANDREOU ISSUED A STATEMENT 
CRITICIZING THE PRESIDENT AND POINTED TO THE MESSAGE TO SADAT 
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AS FURTHER PROOF THAT GREECE'S MEMBERSHIP IN NATO AND ITS 
ALLIANCE WITH THE US, INCLUDING THE PRESENCE OF US BASES HERE, 

ARE NOT ONLY AGAINST GREEK INTERESTS BUT UNDERMINE THEM. 

3. THE COMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS CONTINUED THEIR REFRAIN THAT EVENTS 
AT LARNACA WERE PART OF AN IMPERIALIST PLOT, WHEREAS ULTRA 
CONSERVATIVE ESTIA MADE AN UNFAVORABLE COMPARISON OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LARNACA INCIDENT WITH HIS STAND 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS. SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS POINTED TO THE CONFUSION 
ABOUT THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AND WHAT IT ACTUALLY MEANT, IN VIEW 
OF THE WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN S COMMENT ABOUT THE MESSAGE THE 
PREVIOUS DAY (REF B). THEY ALSO CHARGED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE 
MESSAGE WAS TO STRENGTHEN THE POSITION OF PRESIDENT SADAT WHICH 
HAD SUFFERED FROM THE LARNACA INCIDENT AND WAS BEING THREATENED, 
MORE GENERALLY, BY INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES IN EGYPT AND DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

4. ALL THE PRESS YESTERDAY REPORTED IN SOME DETAIL THAT THE 
CYPRIOT GOVERNMENT HAD SOUGHT CLARIFICATIONS FROM WASHINGTON 
ABOUT THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. THE AFTERNOON PRESS TODAY (FEB- 
RUARY 27) FOCUSED ITS COVERAGE ON REPORTS THAT SECRETARY VANCE HAD 
GIVEN ASSURANCES TO PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU DURING A TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION YESTERDAY. AS IN THE CASE OF NICOSIA (PARAGRAPH 4 

OF REF A), THE LEFTIST PRESS CONTINUES TO PUSH THE CONSPIRACY 
THEORY ALLEGING US INVOLVEMENT IN THE LARNACA INCIDENT. (EVEN 
CONSERVATIVE AKROPOLIS, IN A STORY DATELINED NICOSIA, RAISED 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT SADAT'S PURPOSE IN SENDING THE COMMANDOS TO 
LARNACA, IMPLYING SOME DARK PLOT). MOREOVER, THE IMPRECISION IN 
THE REPORTING CONCERNING PRESIDENT CARTER’S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT 
SADAT AND ITS TREATMENT HERE, HAS CONTRIBUTED TO A FEELING SHARED 
BY MANY GREEKS THAT SOMETHING DETRIMENTAL TO CYPRUS IS AFOOT 
WHICH IS SOMEHOW CONNECTED TO A U.S. EFFORT TO LIFT THE TURKISH 
ARMS EMBARGO. 

MILLS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, AIRCRAFT HIJACKING, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, TERRORISTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ATHENS01677 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780089-1075 
Format: TEL 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978021 1/aaaaaivj. tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 508508ce-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 NICOSIA 526, 78 ATHENS 1640 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3450305 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GREEK REACTION TO PRESIDENT CARTERYS MESSAGE TO SADAT 
TAGS: PEPR, GR, EG, US, (CARTER, JIMMY), (SADAT, ANWAR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/508508ce-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



